FAMILY
QLIFE

MAGAZINE

BRINGING YOU THE VERY BEST OF SANTA BARBARA LIVING

M A G \MN

BRINGINGYOU THE VERY BEST OF SANTA BARBAR
’.

GAREY

Hinmoyative Super \lom
-
) f[om tO‘ 21' ids

PIPERSBURG

delightsin reunll%ng families

SANTA BARBARA
MUSEUM
NATURAL
HISTORY




NURTURE, STRENGTHEN, LOVE

Mom to 213 kids delights
in reuniting families

Lillian Pipershurg
encourages others
to consider becoming
foster parents

Conrriduzed

omatimas, becomng a r:ource

family to kids mn foster care is sbout

celebrating the little things — school
Improvements, sOCCer gamss:, and posive
amntude shifts — as well as birthdays and
anniversaries. At other ames, 1t's shout
czlzbrating the sheer masnituds of 2 fanuly
raumitng.

At Lillian Pipsrsburs’s house, it's about
both. The Santa Barbara native and her
nnzband regularly taks tmp: to place:
auch a: a Yogurtland store to celebrats an
achisvement with a beloved foster child m
their home, weating all the kids thev parent
a: their own But they also 2im to reunite
familie: whensver pos:zibla.

*“We're hoping bio parents zo throush
clesses, treinmng, therapy, and whatever they
need to do to bagin that process,” Pipersburg
said “That's happensd 1o & larze degres, but
some have gone onto adoption, too!”

Over the past 31 vears, Pipersburs haz
motherad an astounding 213 foster chul-
dren, of all agas and races, from mfancy to
18 vears old She's African-American, and
_he.s_\ that she's lzamed abour different
culturss thanks: to her fostar care work.

“Teve becomes vary culturally awars
and zenzitive to our children’s needs ” zhe
zays. “Kid: of all nations feel comfortable
with uz. And during the holidays we call
the familie: and azk for their recipes o
incorporate into our meals ™

Despite their uniqus hiztories, children in

fozter cara all have one thing m com-mon:
thev nead families o love and support
them. Our County, Our Kids, a prozram
of Santa Barbara County Deparament of
Socal Services, relies on rezource families
who are raady for the lifachanging experi-
ence ofheipmztonm and heal a child
who neads a place to call home.

Deeply devotad to motherhood for all,
Piperzburg has besn working with the pro-
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Ower the past 31 years, Santz Barbara natie Lifizn
Ppersturg has mothered an astousding 213 foster chidres,
from infants to 18-year<lds.

eram for decades now; and shows no zign:
of slowing down.

“I raally enjov thiz. We've becoms men-
tors to parents, friends with other family
members, I've had grandparents in other
states that I call about their grandchildren ™
Pipersburs :av:. “Tome, it's not a tazk or
a complicated thing, it's just natural for ms
to be & parent to them ™

Lezadars of the program encourage
anvons mterasted in learning more asbout
the many wayv: of becomms a rezource for
local foster children to attend a Resource
Family Informational Mestine.

;f\ou 12 availabls to help, it's bane-
ficial 10 them, to vou and to our sociaty,”
Pip-erzbure zavs.

Vizit www.ourcountyourkids.org/sbe for
mere information.



